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San Diego County is home to more native plant species 
than any other county in the U.S. Climate, geography, 
and geology play prominent roles in this remarkable 
diversity. Water quality and supply issues, wildfires, 
drought, and a remarkably equable climate that is 
periodically marred by devastating freezes ς these are 
just a few of the horticultural realities facing gardeners 
in and around San Diego. Not surprisingly, the native 
plants are up to these challenges ς and most are 
beautiful and easily grown. The challenge may be 

obtaining these regionally-adapted gems as they are not as readily grown in the majority of the 
state of California. Our speaker will focus on some of the well-known and lesser-known species 
and cultivars of southern-most California and northwestern Baja California, Mexico (the 
mediterranean-climate area) that are ideal for local gardens.  

Tuesday September 16, 2008 
San Diego, Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, Room 101 

7:00 PM 
For a Balboa Park map see www.balboapark.org/nav.html 

www.cnpssd.org - info@cnpssd.org 
 
Join CNPS and receive a free gift!  This offer is open to new members only and you must join 
and pay at the general meeting.  CNPS members who recruit a new member will also receive a 
free gift.  Membership forms will be available at the meeting or you can download one from our 
website. 
 

About CNPS-San Diego Monthly Programs; 
Chapter meetings are open to the public; there is no charge 
Our programs are the 3rd Tuesday of the month, excluding August and December. 
 
7:00-7:30 PM is a time for discussion, camaraderie, and visiting the book sales table. The 
program starts at 7:30 PM. Come early and browse our books. Stay after the program for 
conversation and refreshments. 
 
We meet in Balboa Park, in the Casa del Prado, Room 101 or Room 104, which can be reached 
by car from Village Place off of Park Boulevard (served by the #7 bus). The Casa del Prado is 
immediately west of the Natural History Museum. The meeting room is handicapped accessible. 
 

7-7:30 pm:  Mystery plants identified!  Bring your unknown plant and we will help you 
learn to identify it 

 

http://www.cnpssd.org/
mailto:info@cnpssd.org


Biography 

Mr. O'Brien is Director of Horticulture at the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont, Los 
Angeles County. The 86-acre garden boasts the largest cultivated collection of native Californian plants 
with 70,000 plants representing 2,000 species, hybrids, and cultivars. 
 
Bart has a Master of Landscape Architecture from Harvard and is the current President of the Southern 
California Horticultural Society. 
 
He collaborated on The Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes for the Los Angeles River, recently 
adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. He is also coauthor of California Native Plants 
for the Garden. 


